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Dear Sir/Madam: 
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I am writing to express my concerns with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)'s 
proposed rule limiting bus service to and from schools by regional transit authorities 
(RTA). 

Under current FTA rules, federally subsidized RTAs must agree not to engage in "school 
bus operations," defined as "transportation by bus exclusively for school students, 
personal and equipment." The proposed rule would expand the definition of school bus 
operations to include, "any service that a reasonable person would conclude primarily 
was designed to accommodate students and school personnel, and only incidentally to 
serve the non-student general public." 

Many RTAs across Ohio carry a significant number of pubHc school students daily. The 
buses they board are fixed route service with public schedules that are open to any rider. 
These routes do not exclusively serve school students and personnel, and so they are 
legitimate under the current rule. However, the proposed rule would require RTAs to 
teiminate these routes because they primarily serve school students and personnel. 

The FTA must consider how the proposed rule would impact students currently riding 
public transportation to and from school. If RTAs are required to suspend these routes, 
how will students be transported to and from school? Given our current fuel crisis, 
requiring tliat transportation be shifted to a private bus operator would significantly 
increase costs for school districts. In many areas, public transportation is the most cost 
effective and efficient method of transporting students and personnel to and from school. 
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I would appreciate your consideration of my concerns during your review of the rules 
defining and governing the provision of service to schools by RTAs. 

Sincerely, 

Jrge V. Voinovich 
Unites States Senator 


